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IN HONOR OF ARMY SPECIALIST 4
ANTHONY JOSEPH DIXON

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 30, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and memory of Army Spe-
cialist 4 Anthony Joseph Dixon of Lindenwold,
New Jersey who died at the young age of
twenty on August 1, 2004 in Samarra, Iraq in
a roadside bombing.

Mr. Dixon is remembered by his family and
friends as an adventurous young man who
loved to race his car around town, once
climbed a tall cell phone tower on a dare and
went to Florida after his high school gradua-
tion with no firm plans and only $20 in his
pocket.

As a student, Mr. Dixon was involved in ath-
letics, including soccer, baseball and wrestling.
After his high school graduation, and bouncing
around from job to job for a while, he enlisted
in the United States Army and was proud to
serve his country.

His family recalls him being excited to share
his battle stories with them. He enjoyed his
time defending our country because it was ad-
venturous and the right thing to do.

Mr. Dixon was the youngest of five children.
He left behind his parents, Alexander and Jac-
quelyn, his brother Alexander, Jr., sisters Kim
(Derek), Celesta (Gerald), Mary (Michael), his
grandmother Sara, his fiancée Elis Deniz and
countless nieces, nephews, aunts and uncles.

Joining the United States Army provided the
focus and drive that Mr. Dixon needed to
move forward with his life. We appreciate his
service and commitment to our country and
honor him for the ultimate sacrifice he made to
keep us safe. | also am honored to thank his
family for their sacrifices as well.

HONORING DR. RICHARD BERNINI
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 30, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Dr. Richard Bernini,
whom the Napa and Solano County Medical
Societies have awarded the honor of Pro-
fessor Emeritus. Dr. Bernini served as an
emergency room physician at Queen of the
Valley Medical Center for 38 years until his re-
tirement in 2015.

The Napa and Solano County Medical Soci-
eties award this distinction to medical profes-
sionals who have a demonstrated commitment
to service and teaching. Dr. Bernini exempli-
fies these attributes and is very deserving of
this award and recognition.

Dr. Bemini graduated from Thomas Jeffer-
son University’s Jefferson Medical College in
1970, and was certified by the American
Board of Emergency Medicine in 1976. He is
active in supporting and mentoring the medical
students at his alma mater.

During his time at Queen of the Valley Med-
ical Center, Dr. Bernini served in many leader-
ship positions. He helped design the Napa
Valley Emergency Medical Group, which pro-
vides high quality emergency medical care to
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our community. Dr. Bernini created an ad-
vanced Quality of Assurance Program to en-
sure proper medical care for patients. He is
known in our community for his willingness to
mentor and befriend the next generation of
medical health professionals.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Bernini has demonstrated
an incredible commitment to his students and
the medical profession in our community. It is
therefore fitting and proper that we honor him
here today and congratulate him on this well-
deserved award.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF SCOTT
GRAVES

HON. MIKE BOST

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 30, 2017

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in rec-
ognition of Scott Graves, who is departing the
House Committee on Agriculture.

In my time in public office, | quickly realized
how truly indispensable good staff is. Scott
Graves certainly fits the bill of good staff.

Scott most recently served as the staff di-
rector of the House Committee on Agriculture,
where he developed the strategic vision of the
committee and its 45 members. He has
worked closely on agriculture policy for his 12
years on the Hill, including the 2008 and 2014
Farm Bills.

With Scott’s steadfast leadership as staff di-
rector, Chairman CONAWAY and committee
members were able to stick to an impressive
timeline, passing reauthorization bills for all
programs under the committee’s jurisdiction
last Congress. Scott and Chairman CONAWAY
always made it a priority to fully equip and
educate members of the Committee and con-
ference on issues important to American agri-
culture.

On behalf of Southern lllinois producers, |
wish Scott the best in his future endeavors.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE OF SCOTT CHESTER
GRAVES

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 30, 2017

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and thank a long-term member of
my staff, Scott Graves, for his 12 years of
service on Capitol Hill. Scott has worked in
numerous capacities—starting as an agri-
culture legislative assistant and legislative di-
rector, then as my chief of staff and most re-
cently as staff director at the House Com-
mittee on Agriculture. He is a well-respected
and accomplished leader, and though he is
moving on, | know he will continue to accom-
plish great things for American agriculture.

Scott has been my right-hand man for many
years, helping me navigate the complexities of
the 2008 and 2014 farm bills, serving as an
advisor when | chaired the House Committee
on Ethics, and keeping the wheels running in
both my personal office and the Agriculture
Committee. Though much of his work was
done behind the scenes, my colleagues and |
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knew we could rely on Scott to produce re-
sults.

Beyond his many professional attributes, |
will certainly miss his humor and wit. | am
proud of him, | wish him, Haley, Bronte, and
a unit to be named this summer the very best.
| want to thank him for his loyalty and dedica-
tion to public service and | wish him God-
speed in the next chapter of his life.

RECOGNIZING THE MOYER FOUN-
DATION AND CAMP MARIPOSA

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 30, 2017

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Moyer Foundation and
its Camp Mariposa. Since 2000, the Moyer
Foundation has reached thousands of children
impacted by grief or addiction in their families.
Among other successful endeavors, the Foun-
dation started Camp Mariposa, a free week-
end camp focused on mentoring and addiction
prevention for youth impacted by the sub-
stance abuse of a family member. In 2015,
Camp Mariposa helped over 960 students
ages 9 through 12 have fewer feelings of iso-
lation and guilt, understand the reality of ad-
diction as a disease, and make positive life
choices. Just last week, the Addiction Policy
Forum recognized Camp Mariposa in their
“Focus on Innovation” program.

Sadly, the children of eastern Kentucky
have been at the very heart of a nationwide
opioid abuse epidemic that has claimed more
than 165,000 lives since 1999. They've borne
witness to a generation of addiction and over-
dose, often times among those on whom they
rely for financial, educational, and emotional
support. | am proud that Camp Mariposa will
open its twelfth location next month in
Buckhorn, Kentucky, its first rural location, and
continue spreading awareness and hope to
our region.

| thank the Moyer Foundation and its local
partner Buckhorn Children & Family Services
for their dedication to changing the lives of
America’s at-risk youth. With their continued
help, we can break the cycle of addiction and
instill newfound hope in our communities.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF FORMER
GOVERNOR ALBERT BREWER

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 30, 2017

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, there are few
people who leave such a profound impact on
the lives of so many as former Alabama Gov-
ernor Albert Brewer did. Albert Brewer was
more than just a Governor. He was a dedi-
cated public servant committed to the better-
ment of our state and our people.

His unfailing commitment to the state of Ala-
bama was apparent in his early years. After
attending The University of Alabama, Gov.
Brewer served three terms in the Alabama
House of Representatives, and during the last
of these terms, was elected by his colleagues
as the youngest person in Alabama’s history
to serve as the Speaker.
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After his time as Speaker, Brewer would go
on to serve as Lieutenant Governor before
being elevated to the position of Governor
after the death of Lurleen Wallace in 1968.
When he ran for a full term in 1970, he exhib-
ited his compassion for the people of Alabama
and his bravery in fundamentally changing
how gubernatorial candidates organized their
respective campaigns by including African
Americans. In his platform, Brewer fought for
education funding, an ethics commission, and
a commission to revise Alabama’s 1901 state
constitution.

Governor Brewer sought to help those who
were disenfranchised and in poverty through-
out Alabama and to include newly registered
African American voters. His dedication to the
disenfranchised speaks volumes for his char-
acter and his commitment to selfless public
service. Albert Brewer raised the bar for public
service in Alabama.

After leaving office, Governor Brewer fol-
lowed his passion for education and became
a distinguished professor at Cumberland
School of Law, where he taught courses on
ethics and constitutional law. His expertise,
impact on students, and passion were recog-
nized by Cumberland School of Law with the
dedication of the Martha F. and Albert P.
Brewer Plaza on April 4, 2008.

Sadly, Governor Brewer passed away on
January 2, 2017 at the age of 88. His integrity
and dedication to public service have made a
positive mark that cannot be undone. His leg-
acy will be one of compassion, selfless public
service, and an unfailing dedication to his fam-
ily and the people of Alabama.

| consider it an honor to have known Albert
Brewer and worked with him over the years.
On behalf of Alabama’s First Congressional
District, | want to share my deepest condo-
lences with his family, friends, and loved ones.

Mr. Speaker, Albert Brewer was one of the
best governors in our state’s history, and there
is no doubt Alabama is a better state because
of his service and sacrifice.

IN RECOGNITION OF MITCH
KORNFELD FOR HIS SERVICE AS
PRESIDENT OF THE JEWISH
COMMUNITY ALLIANCE

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 30, 2017

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mitch Kornfeld, a local busi-
ness owner and outgoing President of the
Jewish Community Alliance of Northeastern
Pennsylvania. He is a force for change in the
local Jewish community, and professionally,
Mr. Kornfeld is the Owner and Vice President
of Operations at The Woodlands Inn, one of
the premier hotels in the Wilkes-Barre/Scran-
ton Area.

Mr. Kornfeld is a South Wilkes-Barre native
and graduate of E.L. Myers High School. In
1969, his father and uncle opened The Wood-
lands, and Mr. Komfeld grew up in and around
the family business. A graduate of the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, he earned a degree in eco-
nomics and communications. After college, Mr.
Kornfeld returned to Wilkes-Bane to play a
vital role in his family’s business.

Mr. Kornfeld grew up in a Jewish family,
and today, he gives back as an active mem-
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ber of the Jewish Community Alliance of
Northeastern Pennsylvania. The JCA seeks to
create a community for Jews to connect to
each other and to their faith through services
and programming. As president, he has been
instrumental in expanding the Jewish Commu-
nity Center, currently located in Wilkes-Bane,
to the new Center for Jewish Life in Kingston.
The 60,000 square foot space will feature a fit-
ness center, a library, class rooms, and a re-
source room to serve and support the Jewish
population of the Wyoming Valley and the
general public.

Mr. Kornfeld combines business acumen
with an altruistic spirit. He is committed to sup-
porting and reenergizing the Jewish population
in Northeast Pennsylvania with projects such
as the Center for Jewish Life.

It is an honor to recognize Mitch Kornfeld
and his exceptional work as President of the
Jewish Community Alliance. He has left a re-
markable legacy by taking a leadership role in
the development of the Center for Jewish Life.
| look forward to watching the final realization
of this ambitious project, and | wish him the
very best in the future.

—

ANOTHER POE FROM TEXAS:
GEORGE WASHINGTON POE

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 30, 2017

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today |
honor another Poe from Texas and an unsung
patriot during our Revolution, George Wash-
ington Poe. The Legacy of Texas States:
“Born in Ohio, he and his wife, Frances, trav-
eled to Texas as quickly as they could. It was
in Texas that he found success in the military,
building up the young Army’s artillery and see-
ing to the needs of the men fighting for the
Revolution’s cause.

We all know the legendary story of Sam
Houston and his role in our state’s history. It
was on this day in 1836 that Houston referred
to Poe as a major, no doubt a reference to his
volunteer rank since he was officially a third
lieutenant in the fledgling regular army.
Records show that while the political leaders
of Texas wrestled with who should lead the
Army in early 1836, Poe remained fiercely
loyal to Houston. In a letter to Houston, Poe
declared that he and his company “do not nor
will not know any other General than Sam
Houston.”

Poe’s strong sense of loyalty proved to be
fruitful for his military career. He soon was ap-
pointed assistant Inspector General of the
Army, and was in charge of a 120-man garri-
son at Velasco. When the General Council as-
sembled and established an official army for
the Republic of Texas in March of 1836, Poe
was appointed captain of the artillery.

That appointment seemed like a demotion
to Poe. In a letter to Thomas J. Rusk, he pro-
tested saying he deserved to be a major. In
mid-March, Poe and his artillery unit departed
Velasco to join Sam Houston again, where it
is documented that he later participated in the
Battle of San Jacinto, Poe experienced two
significant ceremonial milestones in his career
that speak to the high regard in which he was
held. Poe commanded the artillery piece that
fired a salute over the remains of Fannin’s
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men near the mission of La Bahia and later
served as marshal of the funeral procession
for Stephen F. Austin.

After leaving the military, Poe settled in
Houston where he worked in land speculation.
Houston remained loyal to his faithful sup-
porter, and nominated Poe to be stock com-
missioner of the new Republic. Poe died on
Texas soil, and although his name has failed
to become as legendary as Houston, Bowie,
or Travis; his contributions to our history and
the success of Texas are worthy of remem-
brance.”

It is always interesting to hear the history of
bygone days of the Texas Revolution, espe-
cially about another Poe from Texas.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

THE PASSING OF ONEIL MARION
CANNON

HON. KAREN BASS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 30, 2017

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
honor the life and memory of my friend and
mentor, Oneil Marion Cannon, who passed
away on January 20, days before his 100th
birthday.

Oneil was born in Louisiana on January 28,
1917. He began early to fight against injustice.
As a young insurance agent in New Orleans,
he joined an office workers union, and he de-
fied miscegenation laws to associate with
white students at Tulane and Dillard Univer-
sities. He served honorably in the Pacific The-
atre during World War Il and settled with his
wife and children in Los Angeles after his dis-
charge. There he learned the printing trade on
the Gl Bill. He believed all his life in collective
action, and fought to become the first African
American member of the Printer's Union in
Los Angeles.

Union membership, however, did not guar-
antee him work in that segregated industry, so
he started his own print shop in the basement
of the progressive Black newspaper The
Eagle. Fidelity Educational Press became
known as the “union printer to the left,” pro-
ducing leaflets, journals, and brochures for
community groups, activists and churches.
Oneil taught the printing trade to generations
of printers in South Los Angeles. His passion
for education further led him to fight for
“Negro History Week” in L.A. schools, and to
take an active part in the multi-year struggle
for a junior college in South L.A. That battle
culminated in the opening of L.A. Southwest
College in 1967.

In 1985 he co-founded the Paul Robeson
Center, which quickly became a community
hub. For years it pursued its mission of seek-
ing interracial and intercultural understanding.
Oneil was instrumental in supporting my own
work as a community organizer early in my
life, and without his help my life would have
taken a very different path.

Deeply involved in politics, Oneil belonged
to the Independent Progressive Party and
campaigned to put Henry Wallace on the bal-
lot in the late 1940s. As part of the IPP, he
used economic power to force employers to
hire Black and Mexican American workers,
using the slogan “don’t bank or buy where you
can't work.” He worked for decades to elect




		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-14T08:42:21-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




